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One Day for Water, Water Every Day

Water is celebrated. It even has its own universally dedicated day. This 
day is the occasion for all of us to reflect upon the importance to pro-
tect our water and the way we use it. It is also the occasion to openly 
denounce an unacceptable situation. 

It is unacceptable that more than one out of six people on earth lack 
access to safe drinking water. It is unacceptable that in Africa, four  
persons out of five do not have a water tap in their home. It is  
unacceptable that in developing countries, more than 80% of waste 
water is discharged without treatment. 

World Water Day is an opportunity for us to fight against wastage and 
promote greater water sharing. We know that the road to achieving water for all is long and 
arduous, but it is one that must be followed – for everyone has a right to sustainable safe water 
supplies and basic sanitation facilities.

We are all concerned with making water a priority. This priority is foremost political. It is a pre-
rogative that imposes itself on international decision makers, Heads of State, Local Authorities 
and on all of those in the world who make our laws and allocate budgets. It is to them that we 
today, on World Water Day, say “Water and sanitation first!”

But this should also be the priority of each and every citizen whose awareness needs to be 
raised and whose behaviour needs to change. Awareness in the sense of realising a need for 
greater balance between the water that humans require and that nature needs. To progressi-
vely render clean water without major pollution to its natural habitat is respecting biodiversity. 
It is transmitting to our children this precious resource, indispensible to their development. 
Changing behaviour is every day wasting less water and better managing agricultural and 
domestic water usage. 

Whether close by or distant from us, abundant or scarce, water demands our greater respect 
and attention. In giving both today – and every other day of the year – together we may help 
thousands of individuals to get access to water. This will allow them to find pathways out of 
poverty and achieve greater human dignity.

This is why the World Water Council demands that an essential part of the financial resources 
allocated to the poorest developing countries for adaptation to climate change, should be de-
dicated to the establishment of a Global Fund for Water which will focus specifically on Water 
for Health and Water for Food.

On this universal day, if you speak out load and underline the vital importance of water, you 
contribute to seizing this enormous opportunity that is offered to humanity: the urgency is upon 
us all of us. 

LOIC FAUCHON
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NEW WATER POLITICS
World Water Council Strategy 2010 - 2012

Successful water management is central 
to solving the critical socio-economic and  
environmental issues facing humanity. Water is 
often a major constraint and definer of trade-
offs between different human activities, as well 
as a means through which to find joint solutions 
to some of the toughest global challenges. 

The times of ‘easy water’ are over. With  
increasing scarcity, decisions to allocate and 
use water will become increasingly political.

The World Water Council therefore puts  
emphasis on developing a new politics of  
reducing demand and managing water  
resources in a more sustainable manner.

Our mission to achieve this involves  
establishing and facilitating networks between 
major sectors through a platform which brings 
together senior political and technical actors 
and a wide range of stakeholders from different 
regions, disciplines and professional fields.

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS

Major political commitments are required to 
improve water and sanitation world-wide. 
Through the Istanbul Water Consensus, the 
World Water Council will strengthen mayors’ 
actions around the world to improve local  
access to water and sanitation. With  
parliamentarians the Council will create a  
‘Water Help Desk’ to support efforts to imple-
ment the right to water at national and interna-
tional levels. The Council will further work with 
governments at the highest level to develop an 
international water roadmap to optimize and 
better coordinate international and regional ini-
tiatives and decisions on water management. 

With rising stakes around water, regional  
cooperation will be essential for economies 
and people to prosper. To contribute, the World 
Water Council will synthesize best transboun-
dary management practices on how sharing 
water can be beneficial at a regional level. The 
World Water Council will further help cataly-
sing regional dialogues to forge new coalitions 
and find innovative solutions on transboundary 
cooperation. A special emphasis will further
be placed on water management in large 
federal states.

Increasing demand for water from all sectors 
raises the stakes around the resource. With 
changes in climatic conditions, demography, 
urbanization etc, future water availability will 
be more and more uncertain. Therefore, the 
Council will bring together competing water 
users and clarify their inter-dependencies; 
a critical step in planning and investing  in 
health, food and energy sectors. The World 
Water Council will furthermore promote the 
establishment of a ‘Global Fund for Water’ to 
promote investments in water management in 
the face of climate change.

►► Supporting political action to improve 
water and sanitation services and water 
management

►► Deepening the involvement of major wa-
ter users in solving global water challenges

►► Strengthening regional co-operation 
to achieve water security and economic 
development

►► Mobilizing citizens and consumers to 
address the global water crisis.

Many say that citizens and consumers have 
become more aware of the global water  
crisis. It is therefore about time their engage-
ment becomes catalytic to reach a tipping point. 
Through public events, IT innovations and the 
media presence, the World Water Council will 
further raise the profile of water issues and  
solutions through an increased media  
coverage. The World Water Council will also 
engage in developing capacities of professio-
nal and policy makers to make water solutions 
a reality.
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2010 HIGHLIGHTS

Parliamentarians have expressed the need for greater support in  
developing and implementing water legislation. In 2010, the Council 
will continue to build on previous work with Parliamentarians, including 
through creating a web-based helpdesk which will provide functions 
such as up-to-date global experience on water legislation, greater sha-
ring of expertise on water governance and stronger learning between 
regions and countries on what works best.

The World Water Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo 2010 will de-
monstrate how water plays a key role for a better life in a bet-
ter city. Working closely with the Chinese Ministry of Water Re-
sources and other members, the World Water Pavilion will be a  
meeting space for citizens from around the world to learn about water 
and how to engage. A number of special events will be hosted through 
the period May – October 2010. Saturday, June 26th is designated as the 
World Water  Council Honor Day. It will be a chance for members to meet 
and exchange in Shanghai and for the Expo to officially recognize the 
Council’s presence.

Shanghai World Expo 2010: World Water Pavilion

Run for Water: connect to where the action is

Live Earth - Run for Water is a campaign that aims to raise global awa-
reness – through entertainment - on the water challenges we face. On 
the 18th of April 2010, a series of runs in more than 40 cities around the 
world, combined with concerts and education activities, will put the spot-
light on water. The Council has partnered with Live Earth to involve its 
members and partners in reaching out to citizens and consumers. 

During the spring of 2010, over 400 participants will come to France to 
celebrate the start of the preparations for the 6th World Water Forum 
in 2012 - the largest water event in the world. The gathering will be a 
unique opportunity to kick-start new thinking and actions on ‘Solutions 
for Water’. The large diversity of participants will establish the crea-
tive environment in which new ideas and ambitions for water can be  
formulated. 

6th World Water Forum – Kick-off: New ideas and ambitions

Mayors’ sign up to improve water in their cities 

To catalyze a global improvement of local water services, the Council will, during 2010, get 1000 
cities to make real commitments and set concrete targets for how they will ameliorate water in their 
cities. They will then report back at the World Water Forum in 2012. With the support and motivation 
of a little more than 10 “champion cities” – cities who are well advanced in improved water provi-
sion– the Council will both promote the initiative in meetings around the world and provide support 
for those who have committed. This will, for example, be done through an online platform where 
local authorities can find best practice examples and receive support from those who encounter 
similar challenges. 

Water helpdesk: Assisting parliamentarians in making laws
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PERSPECTIVES ON WATER QUALITY
Interviews with World Water Council Bureau Members

Ben Braga, you will chair the International Forum Committee of 
the 6th World Water Forum that many say will be the “Forum of 
solutions”. In terms of protecting the quality of our water, what 
kind of innovative thinking might help catalyse change on a larger 
scale through the Forum?

“In my opinion, the innovation needs to come on two levels: technical 
and political. To protect the quality of our water – especially in deve-
loping regions – we need to get sustainable water and sanitation sys-
tems in place. On a technical level, we’re at the moment in a situation 
of status quo when it comes to how we think about development aid. 
We therefore need to move towards a more pragmatic way of seeing 

things. The Council has suggested establishing an international fund for water and health. This 
would be a new type of financial scheme that can catalyze change on a large scale. Richer 
countries would benefit from helping poorer countries, creating a win-win situation. On a political 
level, the innovative thinking includes the role of the citizen. Communities at large should be hea-
vily involved in discussions and debates in the Forum process. This will help increase awareness 
and understanding about water development aid. It can also help providing the necessary citizen 
support that elected politicians will need to implement an international fund for water. “

Andras Szollosi-Nagy, you are the rector of UNESCO-IHE, Insti-
tute for Water Education. With a core group in the institute that 
focuses on preventing and controlling pollution, what results can 
we hope to see from educating and training students from deve-
loping regions in this field?

“The whole idea behind this programme is to teach students not to 
cure pollution but to prevent it. We need to get away from old tech-
niques and tools that promoted “dilution as a solution to pollution” and 
rather protect the environment from the beginning. When our students 
learn how to catch pollution upstream  - at the water source -  this 
prevents toxic chemicals from being washed down in case of a flood. 

We also teach our students to look at pollution in a new light by considering it as a potential 
resource. Using it to solve problems can have very positive results. For example in Uganda, our 
PhD and Masters students look to wetlands for treating wastewater. Instead of building huge indus-
trial plants, they use wetlands to do the same job by simply using the ecosystem to absorb the che-
micals.  This is one positive result that we can definitely hope see more of in developing regions.”

Dogan Altinbilek, one of the recommendations that came out of 
the 5th World Water Forum in 2009 was to fully integrate water 
quality management to protect water resources from pollution. As 
a water resources engineering expert, what role would you give 
to engineering techniques in helping to implement this guidance?

“Engineering techniques are rather different depending on if we’re tal-
king about preventing pollution or cleaning up after it. The technique is 
important in both cases but the latter is always more expensive. 
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We can definitely learn from the past what we need to do to fully integrate water quality manage-
ment. Let me give you one example: In ancient times, the Golden Horn estuary in Istanbul, next to 
the venue of the 5th World Water Forum, was a very nice harbour. In 1950 it was transformed into 
an industrial zone and in 1985 it had become the home to some 700 industrial plants. The zone 
was so toxic that you couldn’t even cross the bridge without holding your nose to avoid the horrific 
smell. Between 1998 and 2003, there was a major clean up effort using expensive engineering 
techniques to an amount of 653 million dollars. This could have been avoided with a pro-active 
approach.  Learning from the developed countries’ past errors provides a great opportunity for 
developing countries to manage pollution with cheaper engineering techniques in a more sustai-
nable way.”

“Eunkyung Park, it is often said that protecting water sources from 
pollution is everyone’s responsibility. What is your experience, as 
an environmental specialist, in making different stakeholders take 
charge of the situation and work together to improve it?”

“If we want to fight pollution, multi-stakeholder dialogue is one of the 
keys in my experience. This type of practice was first seen at the Rio 
conference in 1992 and has been encouraged by the UNCSD ever 
since. When I worked with the Presidential Commission on Sustainable 
Development in Korea, I always strived for full and equal participation 
of diverse sectors. It was essential given that the Commission consis-
ted of government, private sectors, NGOs and so forth. This special 

Jerry Delli-Priscolli, you have a vast experience in water security 
working with US Army Corps of Engineers. What would you say 
is the major challenge in providing good water quality in the after-
math of a disaster such as the earthquake in Haiti?”

“The recent Haitian disaster confirms the urgency of the UN Secretary 
Generals High-Level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster (UNSGAB). 
As the UNSGAB recommends, we must take broader prevention mea-
sures to minimize death and destruction by building resilience and 
incorporating disaster risk reduction into development planning. Haiti 
has enough water to support the needs of its population; but, it lacks 
effective institutional support, financial resources and infrastructure to 

type of dialogue fostered greater transparency and as a result, we often managed to reach consen-
sus. Given that water resources are a public asset, a democratic and equal participation in daily 
decision-making processes always stems from good governance. Interesting examples of this 
are the 700-years-old Water Boards in the Netherlands. If we want our water to be of high quality 
without any pollution, we need good governance with solid technological investments, multi-stake-
holder participation and grass root level awareness and involvement.”

manage the water and to keep it safe. Water availability and quality has been strained and exacer-
bated by this lack of capacity in its immediate response efforts.

Experienced donor agencies will need to lead in water resources and infrastructure planning and 
design, establishing water data systems, financing, technical modeling support, construction ma-
nagement oversight, extreme event and risk analysis, dam safety, reservoir operation alternatives 
and rehabilitation of the Péligre hydroelectric facility. Such needs seem removed from the imme-
diate disaster needs. However, they are necessary as crisis responses move into longer term re-
covery and if Haiti is to reduce its vulnerability.”
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Let us not forget Haiti

Two months ago, Haiti was struck by a terrible earthquake. 

In the immediate urgency, the international community brought its material and moral  
support to the Haitian people and shared the grief with the whole country. 

Today, we need to make long term commitments. One million people are homeless and need 
shelter, water, electricity and basic services. 

The World Water Council, with its 400 member organizations, is at the disposal of the Haitian 
national water and sanitation authority (DINEPA) to help evaluate the country’s water and 
sanitation needs.

The Council calls upon the great water family’s availability and solidarity for Haiti. Helping to 
reconstruct the country’s infrastructure will guarantee the suffering population’s progressive 
access to water.     

On this World Water Day, LET US NOT FORGET HAITI. 

Contact at the WWC Secretariat: Ms. Céline Dubreuil: c.dubreuil@worldwatercouncil.org  


